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Synopsis

"El Monstruo!"Every day is the same for Pablo’s father. Then one afternoon the ground growls,

hisses smoke, and swallows up his plow. A volcano is erupting in the middle of his cornfield!
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Customer Reviews

K-Gr 3A¢a -a ceThomas Lewis’s beginning reader (HarperCollins, 1971) is based on actual
accounts of the 1943 eruption of the Paricutin volcano in Mexico. Pablo’s father, a farmer, has
grown bored with his daily routine. One day, shortly after the boy arrives in the field to assist his
father and their ox with the plowing, the volcano begins to erupt in the middle of the cornfield. Their
village becomes covered with lava and rock, and Pablo’s family and the other villagers must
relocate and rebuild. With the smoldering volcano called A¢ga -A“El Monstruo,A¢a -A- or

A¢a -A“The Monster,A¢a -A-in the distance, life continues much as before. Brian Amador’s
narration and Spanish intonations add authenticity to the tale and bring the setting and the
characters to life. Gentle guitar strumming and subtle sound effects set the mood. Page-turn signals
are optional. Listeners will be drawn into the story.A¢a —-& ceCathie Bashaw Morton, Millbrook

Central School District, NYA A (c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned



subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.

Joan Sandin is the illustrator of many books for young readers, including the "I Can Read" books
Small Wolf, written by Nathaniel Benchley, Snowshoe Thompson, written by Nancy Smiler
Levinson, and her own The Long Way Westward and The Long Way to a New Land. Ms. Sandin

lives in Tucson, AZ.

| love this book, have for a long time. | used to read it to my class before | retired. | read it to my

grandson’s special needs class. They were studying Mexico. They all enjoyed this book!

Great book for a struggling reader!

This easy-to-read book is lively and realistic, with a thread of humor running through it from start to
finish. When | was about ten, my mother told me the story of the Paracutin volcano in Mexico, and
the idea of it stuck in my mind ever after. Now here is a book that recounts her story as literature. It

should capture the attention of all children who read it.
As we were studying volcanoes in our homeschool we had already read about the "Hill of Fire" so |
was delighted to find a children’s book dedicated to this story and easy enough for our kids to read

on their own as well as with us.Highly recommended for all family libraries.

This is my daughter’s favorite "I Can Read Book." There’s so much drama-- and it's based on a true

story!

A favorite..Teaches about our earth at a proper level of reading.

Good book. Used it for our Homeachool unit study. Easy to read and understand

We were exicted to read this book. The description of the land and how the volcano was describe in

good detail.
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